HEROIC  HERETICS

are many for whom the ideas of a God-on-High, the Virgin
Birth and Christ's physical Ascension are simply not helpful
and actually act as a barrier to understanding. They make it
harder to accept the validity of the teaching of Christ and set
up a needless and irrelevant conflict with the scientific methods
of analysis which are advancing on every other front If the
onrush of cynical and pagan apathy is ever to be halted, it
must be by a force which stems from an understanding of the
depths of man's nature. Edicts handed down from an ethereal
Deity, who has supposedly vouchsafed the truth to a tiny
group of bishops, just won't do.

As the movement for Christian unity develops, it will
become increasingly important to preserve the right to non-
conformity. Of course it is a wonderful thing that different
denominations are learning to respect each other. The bitter
conflict of the religious wars has long ago given way to co-
existence. Now we are approaching the era of actual
co-operation. Pope John's Ecumenical Council has opened up
great new possibilities for better relations with other Churches.
The talks between the Anglicans and the Methodists may
prove equally fruitful. But before these moves towards recon-
ciliation acquire a momentum that could lead to actual
reunion, we ought to stop and think very carefully about the
objectives which we have in mind.

It is one thing to seek organisational co-operation between
denominations and individuals, each of whom retain the right
to their own beliefs. It is quite another thing to seek to
reimpose a doctrinal uniformity upon everyone, Such an
attempt would certainly fail and, even if it succeeded momen-
tarily, it would be followed by a new Reformation and a new
division between those who are prepared to accept episcopal
authority and those who will not submit their faith to the
, censorship and approval of a religious hierarchy,

Thane was never a time in history when the "chooser** (or